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and sold prior to the applicable com-
mercial quota being reached and were 
held in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor. 

(f) During January, February, March, 
and April, no person may sell or pur-
chase a red porgy harvested from the 
South Atlantic EEZ or, if harvested by 
a vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, har-
vested from the South Atlantic, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. The prohibi-
tion on sale/purchase during January 
through April does not apply to red 
porgy that were harvested, landed 
ashore, and sold prior to January 1 and 
were held in cold storage by a dealer or 
processor. This prohibition also does 
not apply to a dealer’s purchase or sale 
of red porgy harvested from an area 
other than the South Atlantic, pro-
vided such fish is accompanied by docu-
mentation of harvest outside the South 
Atlantic. The requirements for such 
documentation are specified in para-
graph (i) of this section. 

(g) During April, no person may sell 
or purchase a greater amberjack har-
vested from the South Atlantic EEZ or, 
if harvested by a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, harvested from the South 
Atlantic, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. The prohibition on sale/purchase 
during April does not apply to greater 
amberjack that were harvested, landed 
ashore, and sold prior to April 1 and 
were held in cold storage by a dealer or 
processor. This prohibition also does 
not apply to a dealer’s purchase or sale 
of greater amberjack harvested from 
an area other than the South Atlantic, 
provided such fish is accompanied by 
documentation of harvest outside the 
South Atlantic. The requirements for 
such documentation are specified in 
paragraph (i) of this section. 

(h) During January through April, no 
person may sell or purchase a gag, 
black grouper, red grouper, scamp, red 
hind, rock hind, yellowmouth grouper, 
yellowfin grouper, graysby, or coney 
harvested from or possessed in the 
South Atlantic EEZ or, if harvested or 
possessed by a vessel for which a valid 
Federal commercial permit for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper has been 

issued, harvested from the South At-
lantic, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 
The prohibition on sale/purchase dur-
ing January through April does not 
apply to such species that were har-
vested, landed ashore, and sold prior to 
January 1 and were held in cold storage 
by a dealer or processor. This prohibi-
tion also does not apply to a dealer’s 
purchase or sale of such species har-
vested from an area other than the 
South Atlantic, provided such fish is 
accompanied by documentation of har-
vest outside the South Atlantic. The 
requirements for such documentation 
are specified in paragraph (i) of this 
section. 

(i) The documentation supporting a 
dealer’s purchase or sale of applicable 
species during the times specified in 
paragraphs (f) through (h) of this sec-
tion must contain: 

(1) The information specified in part 
300, subpart K, of this title for marking 
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or 
transported in interstate commerce; 

(2) The official number, name, and 
home port of the vessel harvesting the 
applicable species; 

(3) The port and date of offloading 
from the vessel harvesting the applica-
ble species; and 

(4) A statement signed by the dealer 
attesting that the applicable species 
was harvested from an area other than 
the South Atlantic. 

(j) No person may sell or purchase a 
red snapper harvested from or pos-
sessed in the South Atlantic, i.e., state 
or Federal waters, by a vessel for which 
a Federal commercial vessel permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, except if NMFS deter-
mines a limited commercial fishing 
season for red snapper is allowable, as 
specified in § 622.183(b)(5). 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 44465, July 24, 2013] 

§ 622.193 Annual catch limits (ACLs), 
annual catch targets (ACTs), and 
accountability measures (AMs). 

(a) Golden tilefish—(1) Commercial sec-
tor—(i) Hook-and-line component. If 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the commercial ACL (commer-
cial quota) specified in § 622.190(a)(2)(ii), 
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the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the hook-and-line component of the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. 

(ii) Longline component. If commercial 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the 
commercial ACL (commercial quota) 
specified in § 622.190(a)(2)(iii), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register to close the 
longline component of the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. After the commercial ACL for the 
longline component is reached or pro-
jected to be reached, golden tilefish 
may not be fished for or possessed by a 
vessel with a golden tilefish longline 
endorsement. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for golden tilefish, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the recreational ACL of 
3,019 fish, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the recreational sector 
for the remainder of the fishing year. If 
recreational landings for golden 
tilefish, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the recreational ACL, then during 
the following fishing year, recreational 
landings will be monitored for a per-
sistence in increased landings and, if 
necessary, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, to reduce the length of the fol-
lowing recreational fishing season by 
the amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. 

(b) Snowy grouper—(1) Commercial sec-
tor. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.190(a)(1), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for snowy grouper for the remain-
der of the fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the recreational ACL of 523 fish, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-

son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. When NMFS reduces the 
length of the following recreational 
fishing season, the following closure 
provisions apply: the bag and posses-
sion limit for snowy grouper in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ is zero. This 
bag and possession limit also applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. Recreational 
landings will be evaluated relative to 
the ACL based on a moving multi-year 
average of landings, as described in the 
FMP. 

(c) Gag—(1) Commercial sector. If com-
mercial landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.190(a)(7), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for gag for the re-
mainder of the fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the recreational ACL of 340,060 lb 
(154,249 kg), gutted weight, and gag are 
overfished, based on the most recent 
Status of U.S. Fisheries Report to Con-
gress, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the gag recreational sector for 
the remainder of the fishing year. On 
and after the effective date of such no-
tification, the bag and possession limit 
for gag in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is zero. This bag and possession 
limit also applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(ii) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if gag recreational landings exceed 
the ACL, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year, to reduce the ACL 
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for that fishing year by the amount of 
the overage. 

(iii) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL based on 
a moving multi-year average of land-
ings, as described in the FMP. 

(d) Red grouper—(1) Commercial sector. 
(i) If commercial landings for red 
grouper, as estimated by the SRD, 
reach or are projected to reach the ap-
plicable ACL in paragraph (d)(1)(iii) of 
this section, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to close the commercial sector for 
the remainder of the fishing year. On 
and after the effective date of such a 
notification, all sale or purchase of red 
grouper is prohibited and harvest or 
possession of this species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial or charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register, 
at or near the beginning of the fol-
lowing fishing year to reduce the ACL 
for that following year by the amount 
of the overage in the prior fishing year. 

(iii) The applicable commercial 
ACLs, in round weight, are 284,680 lb 
(129,129 kg) for 2012, 315,920 lb (143,299 
kg) for 2013, and 343,200 lb (155,673 kg) 
for 2014 and subsequent fishing years. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If rec-
reational landings for red grouper, as 
estimated by the SRD, are projected to 
reach the applicable ACL in paragraph 
(d)(2)(iii) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the rec-
reational sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. On and after the effec-
tive date of such a notification, the bag 
and possession limit is zero. This bag 
and possession limit applies in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 

harvested, i.e. in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(ii) If recreational landings for red 
grouper, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the applicable ACL, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, to reduce the rec-
reational ACL the following fishing 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing. 

(iii) The applicable recreational 
ACLs, in round weight, are 362,320 lb 
(164,346 kg) for 2012, 402,080 lb (182,380 
kg) for 2013, and 436,800 lb (198,129 kg) 
for 2014 and subsequent fishing years. 

(3) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if the combined commercial and 
recreational sector ACL (total ACL), as 
estimated by the SRD, is exceeded in a 
fishing year, then during the following 
fishing year, an automatic increase 
will not be applied to the commercial 
and recreational sector ACLs. The SRD 
will evaluate the landings data to de-
termine whether or not an increase in 
the respective sector ACLs will be ap-
plied. The applicable combined com-
mercial and recreational sector ACLs, 
in round weight are 647,000 lb (293,474 
kg) for 2012, 718,000 lb (325,679 kg) for 
2013, and 780,000 lb (353,802 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(i) Following an overage of the total 
ACL, if there is no overage the fol-
lowing fishing year, the SRD will 
evaluate the landings data to deter-
mine whether or not an increase in the 
respective sector ACLs will be applied. 

(ii) [Reserved] 
(e) Black sea bass—(1) Commercial sec-

tor. (i) If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the quota specified in 
§ 622.190(a)(5), the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for the remainder of the fishing 
year. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
quota specified in § 622.190(a)(5), the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year, unless the SRD 
determines that no overage is nec-
essary based on the best scientific in-
formation available. 
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(2) Recreational sector. (i) If rec-
reational landings for black sea bass, 
as estimated by the SRD, are projected 
to reach the recreational ACL specified 
in paragraph (e)(2)(ii) of this section 
then the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the recreational sector for the 
remainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, the bag and possession limit is 
zero. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e. in state or Federal 
waters. 

(ii) The recreational ACL for black 
sea bass is 876,254 lb (397,462 kg), gutted 
weight, 1,033,980 lb (469,005 kg), round 
weight for the 2013–2014, 2014–2015, and 
2015–2016 fishing years and 848,455 lb 
(384,853 kg), gutted weight, 1,001,177 lb 
(454,126 kg), round weight for the 2016– 
2017 fishing year and subsequent fish-
ing years. 

(iii) If recreational landings for black 
sea bass, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the ACL, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register, to reduce the recreational 
ACL the following fishing year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year, unless the SRD determines 
that no overage adjustment is nec-
essary based on the best scientific in-
formation available. 

(f) Vermilion snapper—(1) Commercial 
sector. If commercial landings, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the applicable commer-
cial ACL (commercial quota) specified 
in § 622.190(a)(4)(i) or (ii), the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for that portion of the fish-
ing year applicable to the respective 
quota. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If rec-
reational landings, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable recreational ACL speci-
fied in paragraph (f)(2)(iv) of this sec-
tion and vermilion snapper are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 

Office of the Federal Register to close 
the recreational sector for vermilion 
snapper for the remainder of the fish-
ing year. On and after the effective 
date of such notification, the bag and 
possession limit of vermilion snapper 
in or from the South Atlantic EEZ is 
zero. This bag and possession limit also 
applies in the South Atlantic on board 
a vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
has been issued, without regard to 
where such species were harvested, i.e., 
in state or Federal waters. 

(ii) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if vermilion snapper recreational 
landings exceed the applicable rec-
reational ACL, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register, at or near the beginning of 
the following fishing year, to reduce 
the ACL for that fishing year by the 
amount of the overage. 

(iii) Recreational landings will be 
evaluated relative to the ACL based on 
a moving multi-year average of land-
ings, as described in the FMP. 

(iv) The recreational ACL for 
vermilion snapper is 395,532 lb (179,410 
kg), gutted weight, 439,040 lb (199,145 
kg), round weight, for 2013; 378,234 lb 
(171,564 kg), gutted weight, 419,840 lb 
(190,436 kg), round weight, for 2014; 
371,604 lb (168,557 kg), gutted weight, 
412,480 lb (187,098 kg), round weight, for 
2015; and 365,838 lb (165,941 kg), gutted 
weight, 406,080 lb (184,195 kg), round 
weight, for 2016 and subsequent fishing 
years. 

(g) Black grouper—(1) Commercial sec-
tor—(i) If commercial landings for 
black grouper, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the applicable ACL in paragraph 
(g)(1)(iii) of this section, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of black grouper is prohibited 
and harvest or possession of this spe-
cies in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is limited to the bag and possession 
limit. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the South Atlantic on board a 
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vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
has been issued, without regard to 
where such species were harvested, i.e., 
in state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and black grouper are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(iii) The applicable commercial 
ACLs, in round weight, are 90,575 lb 
(41,084 kg) for 2012, 94,571 lb (42,897 kg) 
for 2013, and 96,844 lb (43,928 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for black grouper, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the applica-
ble ACL, then during the following 
fishing year, recreational landings will 
be monitored for a persistence in in-
creased landings and, if necessary, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, to reduce 
the length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACL in the fol-
lowing fishing year. However, the 
length of the recreational season will 
also not be reduced during the fol-
lowing fishing year if the RA deter-
mines, using the best scientific infor-
mation available, that a reduction in 
the length of the following fishing sea-
son is unnecessary. The applicable rec-
reational ACLs, in round weight, are 
155,020 lb (70,316 kg) for 2012, 161,859 lb 
(73,418 kg) for 2013, and 165,750 lb (75,183 
kg) for 2014 and subsequent fishing 
years. 

(3) Without regard to overfished sta-
tus, if the combined commercial and 
recreational sector ACLs, as estimated 
by the SRD, are exceeded in a fishing 
year, then during the following fishing 
year, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
stating that both the commercial and 
recreational sectors will not have an 
increase in their respective sector 
ACLs during that following fishing 
year. The applicable combined com-

mercial and recreational sector ACLs, 
in round weight are 245,595 lb (111,400 
kg) for 2012, 256,430 lb (116,315 kg) for 
2013, and 262,594 lb (119,111 kg) for 2014 
and subsequent fishing years. 

(h) Deep-water complex (including 
yellowedge grouper, blueline tilefish, silk 
snapper, misty grouper, queen snapper, 
sand tilefish, black snapper, and blackfin 
snapper)—(1) Commercial sector—(i) If 
commercial landings for the deep- 
water complex, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 376,469 lb 
(170,763 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for this complex for the re-
mainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of deep- 
water complex species is prohibited 
and harvest or possession of these spe-
cies in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is limited to the bag and possession 
limit. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
has been issued, without regard to 
where such species were harvested, i.e., 
in state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and at least one of the species in 
the deep-water complex is overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for the deep-water complex, as 
estimated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 334,556 lb (151,752 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
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However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(i) Scamp—(1) Commercial sector—(i) If 
commercial landings for scamp, as esti-
mated by the SRD, reach or are pro-
jected to reach the commercial ACL of 
333,100 lb (151,092 kg), round weight, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. On and after the effec-
tive date of such a notification, all sale 
or purchase of scamp is prohibited and 
harvest or possession of this species in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is lim-
ited to the bag and possession limit. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and scamp are overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL for that following year 
by the amount of the overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for scamp, as estimated by the 
SRD, exceed the recreational ACL of 
176,688 lb (80,144 kg), round weight, then 
during the following fishing year, rec-
reational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 

reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(j) Other SASWG combined (including 
red hind, rock hind, yellowmouth group-
er, yellowfin grouper, coney, and 
graysby)—(1) Commercial sector—(i) If 
commercial landings for other SASWG, 
as estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach the commercial ACL 
of 49,776 lb (22,578 kg), round weight, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the commercial sector for this complex 
for the remainder of the fishing year. 
On and after the effective date of such 
a notification, all sale or purchase of 
other SASWG is prohibited, and har-
vest or possession of these species in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited 
to the bag and possession limit. This 
bag and possession limit applies in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal commercial or 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and at least one of the species in 
the other SASWG complex is over-
fished, based on the most recent status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for other SASWG, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 46,656 lb (21,163 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
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in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(k) Greater amberjack—(1) Commercial 
sector—(i) If commercial landings for 
greater amberjack, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the quota specified in § 622.190(a)(3), the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and greater amberjack are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for greater amberjack, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 1,167,837 lb (529,722 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(l) Lesser amberjack, almaco jack, and 
banded rudderfish complex, combined—(1) 
Commercial sector—(i) If commercial 
landings for lesser amberjack, almaco 
jack, and banded rudderfish, combined, 
as estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach their combined com-
mercial ACL of 189,422 lb (85,920 kg), 
round weight, the AA will file a notifi-
cation with the Office of the Federal 
Register to close the commercial sec-
tor for this complex for the remainder 
of the fishing year. On and after the ef-
fective date of such a notification, all 
sale or purchase of lesser amberjack, 
almaco jack, and banded rudderfish is 

prohibited, and harvest or possession of 
these species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(ii) If the combined commercial land-
ings for the complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
complex (lesser amberjack, almaco 
jack, and banded rudderfish) is over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for the complex (lesser 
amberjack, almaco jack, and banded 
rudderfish), combined, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 267,799 lb (121,472 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(m) Bar jack—(1) Commercial sector— 
(i) If commercial landings for bar jack, 
as estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach the commercial ACL 
of 5,265 lb (2,388 kg), round weight, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for the remainder of 
the fishing year. On and after the effec-
tive date of such a notification, all sale 
or purchase of bar jack is prohibited 
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and harvest or possession of this spe-
cies in or from the South Atlantic EEZ 
is limited to the bag and possession 
limit. This bag and possession limit ap-
plies in the South Atlantic on board a 
vessel for which a valid Federal charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. This bag and possession limit 
applies in the South Atlantic on board 
a vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper 
has been issued, without regard to 
where such species were harvested, i.e., 
in state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and bar jack is overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL for that following year 
by the amount of the overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for bar jack, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 19,515 lb (8,852 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(n) Yellowtail snapper—(1) Commercial 
sector—(i) If commercial landings for 
yellowtail snapper, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 1,596,510 lb 
(724,165 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 

date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of yellowtail snapper is pro-
hibited and harvest or possession of 
this species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and yellowtail snapper is over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for yellowtail snapper, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 1,440,990 lb (653,622 
kg), round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(o) Mutton snapper—(1) Commercial 
sector. (i) If commercial landings for 
mutton snapper, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 157,743 lb (71,551 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. On and after the effective date of 
such a notification, all sale or purchase 
of mutton snapper is prohibited and 
harvest or possession of this species in 
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or from the South Atlantic EEZ is lim-
ited to the bag and possession limit. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and mutton snapper are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for mutton snapper, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 768,857 lb (348,748 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(p) Other snappers combined (including 
cubera snapper, gray snapper, lane snap-
per, dog snapper, and mahogany snapper) 
complex—(1) Commercial sector—(i) If 
commercial landings combined for this 
other snappers complex, as estimated 
by the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the combined complex commer-
cial ACL of 215,662 lb (97,823 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for this 
complex for the remainder of the fish-
ing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of the snappers in this com-
plex is prohibited, and harvest or pos-

session of these species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial or charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. 

(ii) If the combined commercial land-
ings for this complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
other snappers complex is overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If the combined 
recreational landings for this snappers 
complex, as estimated by the SRD, ex-
ceed the recreational ACL of 728,577 lb 
(330,477 kg), round weight, then during 
the following fishing year, recreational 
landings will be monitored for a per-
sistence in increased landings and, if 
necessary, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, to reduce the length of the fol-
lowing recreational fishing season by 
the amount necessary to ensure rec-
reational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL for this complex in 
the following fishing year. However, 
the length of the recreational season 
will also not be reduced during the fol-
lowing fishing year if the RA deter-
mines, using the best scientific infor-
mation available, that a reduction in 
the length of the following fishing sea-
son is unnecessary. 

(q) Gray triggerfish—(1) Commercial 
sector—(i) If commercial landings for 
gray triggerfish, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 272,880 lb 
(123,776 kg), round weight, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. On and after the effective 
date of such a notification, all sale or 
purchase of gray triggerfish is prohib-
ited and harvest or possession of this 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 17:45 Jan 02, 2014 Jkt 229238 PO 00000 Frm 00322 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\50\50V12.TXT ofr150 PsN: PC150



313 

Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.193 

species in or from the South Atlantic 
EEZ is limited to the bag and posses-
sion limit. This bag and possession 
limit applies in the South Atlantic on 
board a vessel for which a valid Federal 
commercial or charter vessel/headboat 
permit for South Atlantic snapper- 
grouper has been issued, without re-
gard to where such species were har-
vested, i.e., in state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and gray triggerfish are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for gray triggerfish, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 353,638 lb (160,407 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-
formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(r) Wreckfish—(1) Commercial sector. 
The ITQ program for wreckfish in the 
South Atlantic serves as the account-
ability measures for commercial 
wreckfish. The commercial ACL for 
wreckfish is equal to the commercial 
quota specified in § 622.190(b). 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for wreckfish, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 11,750 lb (5,330 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 

the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(s) Blue runner—(1) Commercial sector. 
(i) If commercial landings for blue run-
ner, as estimated by the SRD, reach or 
are projected to reach the commercial 
ACL of 177,506 lb (80,515 kg), round 
weight, the AA will file a notification 
with the Office of the Federal Register 
to close the commercial sector for the 
remainder of the fishing year. On and 
after the effective date of such a notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of blue run-
ner is prohibited and harvest or posses-
sion of this species in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ is limited to the 
bag and possession limit. This bag and 
possession limit applies in the South 
Atlantic on board a vessel for which a 
valid Federal commercial or charter 
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued, 
without regard to where such species 
were harvested, i.e., in state or Federal 
waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and blue runner are overfished, 
based on the most recent Status of U.S. 
Fisheries Report to Congress, the AA 
will file a notification with the Office 
of the Federal Register, at or near the 
beginning of the following fishing year 
to reduce the ACL for that following 
year by the amount of the overage in 
the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for blue runner, as estimated 
by the SRD, exceed the recreational 
ACL of 948,223 lb (430,107 kg), round 
weight, then during the following fish-
ing year, recreational landings will be 
monitored for a persistence in in-
creased landings and, if necessary, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register, to reduce 
the length of the following recreational 
fishing season by the amount necessary 
to ensure recreational landings do not 
exceed the recreational ACL in the fol-
lowing fishing year. However, the 
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length of the recreational season will 
also not be reduced during the fol-
lowing fishing year if the RA deter-
mines, using the best scientific infor-
mation available, that a reduction in 
the length of the following fishing sea-
son is unnecessary. 

(t) Atlantic spadefish—(1) Commercial 
sector. (i) If commercial landings for 
Atlantic spadefish, as estimated by the 
SRD, reach or are projected to reach 
the commercial ACL of 35,108 lb (15,925 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for the remainder of the fishing 
year. On and after the effective date of 
such a notification, all sale or purchase 
of Atlantic spadefish is prohibited and 
harvest or possession of this species in 
or from the South Atlantic EEZ is lim-
ited to the bag and possession limit. 
This bag and possession limit applies in 
the South Atlantic on board a vessel 
for which a valid Federal commercial 
or charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and Atlantic spadefish are over-
fished, based on the most recent Status 
of U.S. Fisheries Report to Congress, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, at or 
near the beginning of the following 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for Atlantic spadefish, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 154,352 lb (70,013 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season by the amount 
necessary to ensure recreational land-
ings do not exceed the recreational 
ACL in the following fishing year. 
However, the length of the recreational 
season will also not be reduced during 
the following fishing year if the RA de-
termines, using the best scientific in-

formation available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(u) Hogfish—(1) Commercial sector. (i) 
If commercial landings for hogfish, as 
estimated by the SRD, reach or are 
projected to reach the commercial ACL 
of 49,469 lb (22,439 kg), round weight, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register to close 
the commercial sector for the remain-
der of the fishing year. On and after 
the effective date of such a notifica-
tion, all sale or purchase of hogfish is 
prohibited and harvest or possession of 
this species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
ACL, and hogfish are overfished, based 
on the most recent Status of U.S. Fish-
eries Report to Congress, the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register, at or near the begin-
ning of the following fishing year to re-
duce the ACL for that following year 
by the amount of the overage in the 
prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for hogfish, as estimated by 
the SRD, exceed the recreational ACL 
of 85,355 lb (38,716 kg), round weight, 
then during the following fishing year, 
recreational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(v) Red porgy—(1) Commercial sector. 
(i) If commercial landings for red 
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porgy, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the applicable 
commercial ACL (commercial quota) 
specified in § 622.190(a)(6), the AA will 
file a notification with the Office of the 
Federal Register to close the commer-
cial sector for the remainder of the 
fishing year. 

(ii) If commercial landings exceed the 
applicable commercial ACL, and red 
porgy are overfished, based on the most 
recent Status of U.S. Fisheries Report 
to Congress, the AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, at or near the beginning of the 
fishing year to reduce the ACL for that 
following year by the amount of the 
overage in the prior fishing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. (i) If rec-
reational landings for red porgy, as es-
timated by the SRD, exceed the appli-
cable recreational ACL specified in 
paragraph (v)(2)(ii) of this section then 
during the following fishing year, rec-
reational landings will be monitored 
for a persistence in increased landings 
and, if necessary, the AA will file a no-
tification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, to reduce the length of 
the following recreational fishing sea-
son by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational fishing season will not be 
reduced during the following fishing 
year if recreational landings do not ex-
ceed the applicable ACL or if the RA 
determines, using the best scientific 
information available, that a reduction 
in the length of the following fishing 
season is unnecessary. 

(ii) The recreational ACL for red 
porgy is 147,115 lb (66,730 kg), gutted 
weight, 153,000 lb (69,400 kg), round 
weight, for 2013; 148,558 lb (67,385 kg), 
gutted weight, 154,500 lb (70,080 kg), 
round weight, for 2014; 157,692 lb (71,528 
kg), gutted weight, 164,000 lb (74,389 
kg), round weight, for 2015 and subse-
quent fishing years. 

(w) Jolthead porgy, knobbed porgy, 
whitebone porgy, scup, and saucereye 
porgy complex—(1) Commercial sector. (i) 
If commercial landings for jolthead 
porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone 
porgy, scup, and saucereye porgy, com-
bined, as estimated by the SRD, reach 
or are projected to reach the commer-

cial complex ACL of 36,348 lb (16,487 
kg), round weight, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register to close the commercial 
sector for this complex for the remain-
der of the fishing year. On and after 
the effective date of such a notifica-
tion, all sale or purchase of jolthead 
porgy, knobbed porgy, whitebone 
porgy, scup, and saucereye porgy, is 
prohibited, and harvest or possession of 
these species in or from the South At-
lantic EEZ is limited to the bag and 
possession limit. This bag and posses-
sion limit applies in the South Atlantic 
on board a vessel for which a valid Fed-
eral commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested, i.e., in state or Federal wa-
ters. 

(ii) If the combined commercial land-
ings for this complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
complex is overfished, based on the 
most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the ACL for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for jolthead porgy, knobbed 
porgy, whitebone porgy, scup, and 
saucereye porgy, combined, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 106,914 lb (48,495 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season for this com-
plex by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 
scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 
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(x) White grunt, sailor’s choice, tomtate, 
and margate complex—(1) Commercial sec-
tor. (i) If commercial landings for white 
grunt, sailor’s choice, tomtate, and 
margate, combined, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the commercial complex ACL of 
218,539 lb (99,128 kg), round weight, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for this complex for 
the remainder of the fishing year. On 
and after the effective date of such a 
notification, all sale or purchase of 
white grunt, sailor’s choice, tomtate, 
and margate, is prohibited, and harvest 
or possession of these species in or 
from the South Atlantic EEZ is limited 
to the bag and possession limit. This 
bag and possession limit applies in the 
South Atlantic on board a vessel for 
which a valid Federal commercial or 
charter vessel/headboat permit for 
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has 
been issued, without regard to where 
such species were harvested, i.e., in 
state or Federal waters. 

(ii) If the combined commercial land-
ings for this complex exceed the ACL, 
and at least one of the species in the 
complex is overfished, based on the 
most recent Status of U.S. Fisheries 
Report to Congress, the AA will file a 
notification with the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, at or near the beginning 
of the following fishing year to reduce 
the ACL for that following year by the 
amount of the overage in the prior fish-
ing year. 

(2) Recreational sector. If recreational 
landings for white grunt, sailor’s 
choice, tomtate, and margate, as esti-
mated by the SRD, exceed the rec-
reational ACL of 588,113 lb (266,764 kg), 
round weight, then during the fol-
lowing fishing year, recreational land-
ings will be monitored for a persistence 
in increased landings and, if necessary, 
the AA will file a notification with the 
Office of the Federal Register, to re-
duce the length of the following rec-
reational fishing season for this com-
plex by the amount necessary to ensure 
recreational landings do not exceed the 
recreational ACL in the following fish-
ing year. However, the length of the 
recreational season will also not be re-
duced during the following fishing year 
if the RA determines, using the best 

scientific information available, that a 
reduction in the length of the following 
fishing season is unnecessary. 

(y) Red snapper—(1) Commercial sector. 
The commercial ACL for red snapper is 
zero. However, if NMFS determines 
that the previous year’s estimated red 
snapper landings and dead discards are 
less than the ABC, limited red snapper 
harvest and possession may be allowed 
for the current fishing year and the 
commercial ACL value would be deter-
mined using the formula described in 
the FMP. The AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to announce the limited commer-
cial ACL for the current fishing year. 
NMFS will monitor commercial land-
ings during the limited season, and if 
commercial landings, as estimated by 
the SRD, reach or are projected to 
reach the commercial ACL, based on 
the formula described in the FMP, the 
AA will file a notification with the Of-
fice of the Federal Register to close the 
commercial sector for red snapper for 
the remainder of the year. On and after 
the effective date of the closure notifi-
cation, all sale or purchase of red snap-
per is prohibited and harvest or posses-
sion of red snapper is limited to the 
bag and possession limits. This bag and 
possession limit and the prohibition on 
sale/purchase apply in the South Atlan-
tic on board a vessel for which a valid 
Federal commercial or charter vessel/ 
headboat permit for South Atlantic 
snapper-grouper has been issued, with-
out regard to where such species were 
harvested or possessed, i.e., in state or 
Federal waters. 

(2) Recreational sector. The rec-
reational ACL for red snapper is zero. 
However, if NMFS determines that the 
previous year’s estimated red snapper 
landings and dead discards are less 
than the ABC, limited red snapper har-
vest and possession may be allowed for 
the current fishing year and the rec-
reational ACL value would be deter-
mined using the formula described in 
the FMP. The AA will file a notifica-
tion with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister to announce the limited rec-
reational ACL and the length of the 
recreational fishing season for the cur-
rent fishing year. The length of the 
recreational fishing season for red 
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snapper serves as the in-season ac-
countability measure. See § 622.183(b)(5) 
for details on the recreational fishing 
season. On and after the effective date 
of the recreational closure notifica-
tion, the bag and possession limits for 
red snapper are zero. 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 23863, Apr. 23, 2013; 78 FR 36115, July 17, 
2013; 78 FR 44465, July 24, 2013; 78 FR 47579, 
Aug. 6, 2013; 78 FR 49185, Aug. 13, 2013; 78 FR 
58253, Sept. 23, 2013] 

§ 622.194 Adjustment of management 
measures. 

In accordance with the framework 
procedures of the FMP for the Snapper- 
Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic 
Region, the RA may establish or mod-
ify the following items specified in 
paragraph (a) of this section for South 
Atlantic snapper-grouper and 
wreckfish. 

(a) Biomass levels, age-structured 
analyses, target dates for rebuilding 
overfished species, MSY (or proxy), OY, 
ABC, TAC, quotas (including a quota of 
zero), annual catch limits (ACLs), an-
nual catch targets (ACTs), AMs, max-
imum fishing mortality threshold 
(MFMT), minimum stock size thresh-
old (MSST), trip limits, bag limits, size 
limits, gear restrictions (ranging from 
regulation to complete prohibition), 
seasonal or area closures, fishing year, 
rebuilding plans, definitions of essen-
tial fish habitat, essential fish habitat, 
essential fish habitat HAPCs or Coral 
HAPCs, and restrictions on gear and 
fishing activities applicable in essen-
tial fish habitat and essential fish habi-
tat HAPCs. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78 
FR 23864, Apr. 23, 2013] 

Subpart J—-Shrimp Fishery of the 
South Atlantic Region 

§ 622.200 Permits. 

(a) Commercial vessel permits—(1) South 
Atlantic penaeid shrimp. For a person 
aboard a trawler to fish for penaeid 
shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ or 
possess penaeid shrimp in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ, a valid commer-
cial vessel permit for South Atlantic 

penaeid shrimp must have been issued 
to the vessel and must be on board. 

(2) South Atlantic rock shrimp. (i) For 
a person aboard a vessel to fish for 
rock shrimp in the South Atlantic EEZ 
off North Carolina or off South Caro-
lina or possess rock shrimp in or from 
the South Atlantic EEZ off those 
states, a Commercial Vessel Permit for 
Rock Shrimp (Carolinas Zone) or a 
Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 
Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) must be 
issued to the vessel and must be on 
board. 

(ii) For a person aboard a vessel to 
fish for rock shrimp in the South At-
lantic EEZ off Georgia or off Florida or 
possess rock shrimp in or from the 
South Atlantic EEZ off those states, a 
Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 
Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) must be 
issued to the vessel and must be on 
board. A Commercial Vessel Permit for 
Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) is a 
limited access permit. See § 622.201 for 
limitations on the issuance, transfer, 
or renewal of a Commercial Vessel Per-
mit for Rock Shrimp (South Atlantic 
EEZ). 

(b) Operator permits. (1) An operator 
of a vessel that has or is required to 
have a Commercial Vessel Permit for 
Rock Shrimp (Carolinas Zone) or a 
Commercial Vessel Permit for Rock 
Shrimp (South Atlantic EEZ) issued 
under this section is required to have 
an operator permit. 

(2) A person required to have an oper-
ator permit under paragraph (b)(1) of 
this section must carry on board such 
permit and one other form of personal 
identification that includes a picture 
(driver’s license, passport, etc.). 

(3) An owner of a vessel that is re-
quired to have a permitted operator 
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
must ensure that at least one person 
with a valid operator permit is aboard 
while the vessel is at sea or offloading. 

(4) An owner of a vessel that is re-
quired to have a permitted operator 
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section 
and the operator of such vessel are re-
sponsible for ensuring that a person 
whose operator permit is suspended, re-
voked, or modified pursuant to subpart 
D of 15 CFR part 904 is not aboard that 
vessel. 
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